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GREETINGS

WELCOME to the Northern lllinois Chapter of NAVHDA. This Chapter provides
training sessions monthly from February thru August and alternates between Richard Bong State
Park in Kansasville, Wisconsin and Seneca Hunt Club in Seneca, Illinois. The Chapter hold’s its
spring test at Richard Bong State Park. The Chapter serves Northern Illinois and Southern
Wisconsin.

NAVHDA’s PURPOSE

The North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association is a legally recognized nonprofit
organization dedicated to fostering, improving, promoting, and protecting the versatile hunting
do in North America. Underlying these aims is the desire to serve the interests of game
conservation, prevention of cruelty to animals, and the gun dog hunter by helping the hunter to
train his dog to work before and after the shot, on land and in water.

NAVHDA is an excellent compliment to the activities of sporting dog breed clubs and
field trial organizations. It was created to supplement the activities of those clubs by providing a
proven, standard method of evaluating the performance of all versatile hunting dogs, consistent
with North American hunting practices, regardless of breed.

VERSATILE HUNTING DOG BREEDS

In the field, a versatile dog should exhibit a fine nose, staunch pointing and the desire to
search for, track and retrieve game in a cooperative manner. A versatile dog needs to further
prove his independence, stamina and quality of nose by transferring his search for, and retrieving
of game, to the water. NAVHDA's testing program provides an opportunity for dogs to exhibit
these characteristics while remaining obedient and in control at all times. True versatile dogs
should perform all tasks with enthusiasm and be willing to work with, and for, their handlers.
The versatile breeds, as we know them today, are products of Europe. No distinctive versatile
hunting breed has been developed in North America.

Currently, NAVHDA recognizes and maintains studbooks for 27 pointing dog breeds.

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

. Free monthly training days

. Monthly newsletter to keep you up-to-date on both the Chapter and International
level

. Access to birds for dog training

. Access to State grounds and hunt club for dog training

. Access to local members who share your love of dogs, training and hunting

. Knowledgeable members (and NAVHDA judges) to assist you in training your
dog

. Test entry fees based on International membership



TRAINING DAYS

A posted schedule of the training dates and locations can be found at the Chapters
website:

Northern Illinois NAVHDA Chapter conducts monthly training sessions on the fist
Sunday of each month, March-September and alternate between Richard Bong State Park
(“Bong”) in Kansasville, Wisconsin and Seneca Hunt Club in Seneca, Illinois. Usually these
sessions are organized around a theme, such as steadiness or the trained retrieve. Of course, you
are also free to work on whatever skills that you or your dog need to develop.

The chapter has many experienced dog trainers, who will be happy to make their
expertise available to you. Additionally, there will be training aids & equipment available for
you use at these sessions. Some of this equipment is the property of individual club members, so
please treat it accordingly.

The chapter can provide birds for training. We charge only our costs for the birds. We
ask that you call the Game Steward (see below) and reserve the number & type of birds you will
need. You must contact the Game Steward, the chapter will not keep “birds on hand” for you to
purchase. You will be accountable for the type & number of birds reserved. Northern Illinois
NAVHDA does not refund unused birds.

We ask that you take possession of your birds and pay for them as soon as you arrive.
After you take possession of your birds, they are your responsibility.

Game Steward:

Bob Gerstner
847-587-1616
chicagotruckdock@aol.com




TRAINING DAY GUIDELINES

The Northern Illinois Chapter would like all members and guests to enjoy training and
testing at the various venues. Certain guidelines must be observed when a number of dogs and
handlers come together in one place.

IS

Dogs (and puppies) must be physically under control at all times - be it training or
test day. This means the dog should be on a leash at all times except when out in
the field or in the water.

Blaze orange hat and/or vest is required at all times.

Clean up after you, your dog and others. Remember, we are a reflection of our
organization and should be honored to have a place to train.

Sportsmanship - mishandling of any dog will not be allowed. Any person
observed mishandling a dog will be asked to leave the Northern Illinois training
day immediately. Should mishandling of a dog occur on more than one instance,
membership in the Northern Illinois Chapter may be revoked and there shall be no
refund of membership dues.

Members and guests - treat them as you would like to be treated.
No alcoholic beverages are permitted on the training grounds.

All released birds at Bong must be banded using the Wisconsin bird tags available
at the entrance to Bong.

Training at Bong or Seneca shall be in an area designated by the Northern Illinois
Chapter and/or by Bong and/or by Seneca.

It is the responsibility of each member to report any violation of any of these rules
to a member of the Board of the Northern Illinois Chapter. Membership shall be
temporarily suspended until the Board meets and determines what penalty, if any,
shall be approved..



TRAINING SUPPLIES

While most chapter members have the necessary equipment to dog train and don’t mind
on occasion, loaning them out, it would be useful to have the following equipment when you

attend a Chapter training day or NAVHDA test.

For You

v v v V¥

¥y vV vV v v v v V¥

Blaze orange hat

Blaze orange vest

Break open shotgun
Ammunition (lead, steel &
poppers)

Bird container

Tick & bug spray

Rain gear

Waders/hip boots

Bird tags (Bong)

Money to pay for birds
Parking pass (Bong)

Garbage bag to take home any
debris that you find and/or make

For the Dog

Water

Water dish

Crate or tie-out
Collar (w/LD. tag)
Leash

Check-cord
Bumpers

v v vV vV vV v Vv



TRAINING LOCATIONS
Richard Bong State Park

A “day” or “yearly” entrance pass is required to enter the park. Stickers can be purchased at
the main gate or via the internet at: http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/parks/fees/#stickers.

This 4,515-acre recreation area in Kenosha County, 9 miles west of I-94 on Hwy. 142;
8 miles southeast of Burlington, Wisconsin, on State Highway 142. The entrance is a little less
than a mile west of State Highway 75. It's about 47 miles from Milwaukee, 71 miles from
Chicago, and 362 miles from Minneapolis. The recreation area is open daily from 6 a.m. to 11
p-m. Office hours vary with the season.

Swim, fish, picnic, camp, ride horses, study nature, cross-country ski, motorcycle and hunt.
26313 Burlington Road, Kansasville 53139. (262) 878-5600.

Please pick up after yourself and any other garbage you may see along the way, including
your used shotgun shells.

Seneca Hunt Club
Is located at 1 East Union, Seneca, IL 61360. (815) 357-8080.
Individual, group or organization memberships rates are available. Their site is:

http:/senecahuntclub.net. Membership is NOT required if training at the designated Chapter
training date.

From the East: Take any available US Interstate Highway to Interstate 80 (I-80). Go west
until you are about 21 miles west of Interstate 55 (I-55), to the US. Rt. 6 exit (exit 105) Exit
southbound onto Rte. 6. and proceed south and then west to IL Rte.170. From the West: Take
any available US Interstate Highway to Interstate 80 (I-80). Go east to the Marseilles, IL exit
(exit 97), merge onto Townline Rd. for about 2.5 miles, Townline Rd becomes CR-15, turn
LEFT onto US. Rte. 6., go west for 5 miles to IL Rte.170. OR proceed to eastbound on I-80 to
the Seneca / US. Rte 6 exit (exit # 105), and proceed south and then west to IL Rte.170.

From the North: Take I-55 and proceed Southbound to I-80, take the I-80 WEST exit (exit
250B) towards DES MOINES, continue west on I-80 for about 21 miles to the US. Rte 6 exit
(exit 105). Exit southbound onto Rte. 6 and proceed south and then west to IL Rte.170.

From the South: Take I-55 and proceed Northbound to I-80, take the I-80 WEST exit (exit
250B) towards DES MOINES, go west on [-80 for about 21 miles to the US. Rte 6 exit (exit
105). Exit southbound onto Rte. 6 and proceed south and then west to IL Rte.170.

Please pick up after yourself and any other garbage you may see along the way, including
your used shotgun shells.

We are privileged to have the use of Seneca Hunt Club.
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TESTING

The Northern Illinois Chapter holds its test in May at Richard Bong State Recreational Area
in Kansasville, Wisconsin.

Please note that our test fills quickly and is open to all NAVHDA members. For more
information please go to NAVHDA.ORG and look under Information Test and then Calendar of
Events.



EMERGENCY INFORMATION
Vetrainiarian

Westosha Animal Hospital (closest to Bong)
26900 75%

Salem, WI 53168

262-843-4271

(Located on Hwy 50, 1 mile west of Route 75)

Kenosha Animal Hospital
6223 39" Ave

Kenosha, WI 53142
262-658-3533

VCA Animal Hospital (866) 302-7042

Hospital

UW Health (800) 323-8942

LODGING
Best Western Inn Country Inn & Suites
910 S. Sylvania Ave 7011 122™ Ave
Sturtevant, W1 Kenosha, WI
262-886-0385 262-857-3680
Holiday Inn Express Days Inn
13339 Hospitality Ct. 12121 75" St.
Sturtevant, W1 Kenosha, WI
262-884-0200 262-857-2311
Ramada Inn Super 8 Motel
1033 NE Frontage Road 7601 118™ Ave
Sturtevant, W1 Pleasant Prairie, W1
262-884-6840 262-857-7963






